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Referénce of claims to mors than one other claim in accordance
with Re. Article 66, No. 3, paragraph 4{a) of the proposals
for Preliminary Draft Implementing Regulations.

As general rapporteur, I was given the task, at the
last meeting of the sub-Committee, of clarifying Re. Article
66, No. 3, paragraph 4(a) by means of an example. This
provision is to be discussed again at the next meeting of .
the sub-Committee. ) '

Since the proposed provision is closely based on Rule
6.4 of the Regulations under the PCT, I discussed the example
end my interpretation of these provisions with representatives
of BIRPI and found that we were in complete agreement on-the
matter. '

The proposed text appears correct and eanambiguous to
both %he representatives of BIRPI and myself. As compared
with current practice in many patent offices, for example in
tne British and German patent offices, the informq%ion of the
proposed provisions will place restrictions on the present
freedom which the applicant has, in principle, to refer back
to as many'previous claims 2s he wishese. |

In my opinion, claims will gain in clarity as a result
cf this restricticn placed on their wording. This is
particularly desirable since the European patent application
will as a rule be published in its originai forn after‘18
months; this first publication is the most importaht‘one for.
the pubtlic and it ought, therefore, to be made as clear as '
possible. |
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There follows an example of permissible and prohibited
references back tc previous claims in accordance with Res
4n%ticle '66, No. 3, paragraph 4{a). The‘éXample‘con?ains only
one independent claim, with the dependent claims thereto B
(Re- Article 66, No. 3, paragraph 3) and no.further indepen-
dent claims. ' ' '

Example of reference t¢ more than one previous claim =

1. Electric hair-cutting machine, characterised by ...

2. Electric hair-cutting machine as claimed in claim 1,
characterised by ...

Note: This claim complies with Re. irticle 66, No. 3,
paragraph 4(a) and is therefore admissible.

3¢ «..... 2s claimed in claim 2, characterised by ...

Note: This claim comples with Re. iarticle 66, No. 3,
paragraph 4(a) and is therefore admissible.

4. ...... as claimed in claim 1 or 2 /4, 2 or 37/, charac-
terised by ...

Note: This wording is admissible, as is that in saquare
' brackets. This is a case of alternative reference
for which provision is made in Re. irticle 66, No.
3, paragraph 4(a), second sentence. .

5. ce-s.. @S claimed in'claims 1-and 2, characterised by ...

Note: This wording is not edmigsible. The reference
here is cumulative, not alternative.

6. ... - @s claimed in claim 4, characterised by ...

Note: This wording is admissible. Although the
reference to claim 4 is to a claim which refers
to more than one previcus zlaim in the form of an
alternative, claim 6 itself is nevertkaless nos a
multiple- dependent claim within the meaning of the
broposed provision. c S :
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7¢ +¢ee.. as claimed in claim 6, charactérised by ...
Note: This wording is admissible. See Note to claim 6.

8. ...... as claimed in claim 1 or 4, characterised by ...

Note:r This wording is not admissible. TRe. Article 66,
, No. 3, paragraph 4(a), last sentence, expressly -
excludes the reference of multiple. dependent claims
to other multiple dependent claims.
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